
As many of you may or may not be aware, in 
August 2007 the collegiate chapter of Beta-
Psi was closed.  There have been a number 
of questions regarding why this occurred and 
we have developed a list of FAQs to answer 
many of those questions. 

 

Q. Why did the chapter close? 

A. It is a confluence of several things.  First, 
the chapter has been in a steady decline 
(membership wise) for the past 2-3 
years.   There were 17-18 active members at 
the end of the 2006-2007 school year, but 
only seven were expected to return this past 
fall.  The alumni association hired a recruit-
ment specialist (Dennis “Buckwheat” Perry) 
twice in the past five years (most recently fall 
2006) to assist the chapter in rush.  In fall 
2006 the chapter rushed 15 guys, however, 
only three returned in the spring.  While the 
chapter has had periods of low membership 
in the past, the climate in the chapter and on 
ASU’s campus did not bode well for the chap-
ter’s success in growing its membership in 
the immediate future.  Second, unlike when 
most of us were in school, the chapter must 
carry liability insurance at all times and a 3rd 
party vendor issues insurance for each per-
son, but bills for the whole chapter.  The bill-
ing is based on the previous spring’s ros-
ter.  Therefore seven guys would have been 
paying the insurance for 17.  This would have 
caused the seven members to come up with 
around $600 each in order to pay the insur-
ance premium which was due at the start of 
the school year.  Over the past three years 
the Housing LLC loaned the chapter money 
to pay the insurance premiums and the chap-
ter paid them back over the year.  This 
worked fine the first two years, but this past 
year they were unable to pay back the loan 
and therefore the Housing LLC was unable to 
front the money again.  Without insurance the 
International Fraternity would have shut the 
chapter down within 6-8 weeks as they were 
already on Chapter Probation with the Inter-

national Fraternity.  Finally, in today’s com-
petitive fraternity environment it is imperative 
that the chapter have consistent active advi-
sory support.  With 200+ alumni in the Jones-
boro area it is sad that there have not been 
more alumni willing to step-up and provide 
the onsite advisory support necessary for the 
chapter to be successful.  Zach Taylor has 
done an admirable job for the past 18 mos., 
but with him no longer living in the Jonesboro 
area, he could not be there to advise the 
chapter and no one was stepping up to pro-
vide them with the advisory support they 
needed. 

 

Q. Will the chapter return to ASU? 

A. Yes.  Before we voluntarily surrendered 
the collegiate chapter’s charter we received 
assurances from both the International Frater-
nity and ASU that we would be allowed to 
restart the chapter in the future. 

 

Q. What is the timeline for restarting the 

collegiate chapter? 

A. Much of that depends on the support of 
local alumni living in and around Jonesboro, 
but should not be expected to take place any 
earlier than 2011.  The International Fraternity 
prefers that a campus’ student body has the 
opportunity to “cycle through” before it returns 
to a campus.  We want a fresh start with a 
fresh brand.  Students attending ASU now 
have one view of TKE; we want an opportu-
nity to create a fresh image and brand without 
any negative connotations of the past interfer-
ing with our restart.  Secondly, in the interim 
we need to identify local alumni who are will-
ing to serve as advisors for the chapter.  We 
don’t want a paper advisory board, but one 
where the alumni are meeting with the chap-
ter on a weekly basis acting as mentors to the 
collegiate members and chapter officers.  
Finally, we need to insure the new group will 
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Continued on Page 2 

The TKE Fall Tailgate 

Schedule is here!  Are 

you ready for some Foot-

ball?!  Well, you still have 

to wait a little while, the 

season doesn‟t start for 

another 6 months.  All 

games are on Saturday, 

and times are not yet de-

termined, so just assume it 

is an all day event in your 

Outlook Calendar! 

 

Sept 6 vs. Texas Southern 

Sept 13 vs. Southern Miss 

Sept 20 vs. Middle Tenn* 

Oct 11 vs. La-Monroe 

Nov 22 vs. Fl Atlantic 

*Homecoming Game 



Where are they now? 
The Bond Interviews Frater Brent Baxter 

degree, I stuck around to get 
my MBA.  After that, I worked 
at Alltel corporate in Little 
Rock until March 2002, when 
I moved to Nashville.  After 
waiting tables at Cracker Bar-
rel while working part time at 
a publishing company for 
about 2 1/2 years, I was fi-
nally able to write songs full-
time. 
What are your plans for the 
future? 
     I want to grow in my walk 
with Christ, and I want to con-
tinue to grow in my music 
career until I can "retire" my 
wife into full-time motherhood. 
What's your biggest fear? 
     Wow.  That's a deep one.  
I guess it would be failing as a 
husband.  That, and having to 
go back to a real job.  Yeah, 
that's pretty scary. 
Is there anything else you 
would like to add? 
     Fraters can reach me and 
keep up with me through my 
website:  www.myspace.com/
brentbaxtermusic.  Oh, and I 
don't want us to be the ASU 
Wolves.  Go Indians!!!! 

 Brent Baxter is 
scroll number ȸɊ 1218.  He 
is one of the re-founding 
fathers of the Beta-Psi Chap-
ter in 1993.  He is currently 
the secretary for the Beta-Psi 
Alumni Association. 
Tell us about your family. 
     I'm married to a wonderful 
woman named Emily.  We 
were married June 30, 2006, 
putting me at a little over a 
year-and-a-half into a lifelong 
learning experience!  She 
works as a stylist in Nash-
ville, so I don't have to dress 
myself anymore (never was 
much good at it).  We also 
have a dog named Talley.  
No babies yet! 
What do you do for a liv-
ing? 
     I'm a professional song-
writer, mostly country music.  
My first song was recorded 
in 2004 by Alan Jackson.  
"Monday Morning Church" 
became a top 5 country sin-
gle in 2005.  Since then, I've 
had songs recorded by 
Randy Travis ("Every Head 
Bowed" on his upcoming 
summer release, "Around 

The Bend") and Lady Antebel-
lum ("A Woman Scorned" and 
"Last Night Last" are bonus 
tracks on their April 15, 2008 
debut album). 
Why do you join Tau Kappa 
Epsilon? 
     Well, that's Buckwheat's 
fault!  I was a freshman in Fall 
'93, and he recruited a few of 
my friends from Batesville to 
restart the Beta-Psi chapter.  
They in turn recruited me.  It 
was an exciting thought to be 
on the ground floor of some-
thing special. 
What are some of your 
fondest memories with your 
TKE brothers? 
     Other than late-night Per-
kins runs and philosophy ses-
sions, initiations clearly stand 
out as special memories.  I 
don't have to go into detail, 
but the feeling of... fraternity 
made all the hardships worth 
it. 
What have you done in your 
life since being an under-
grad at ASU? 
     Well, the best thing was 
marrying Emily in 2006.  But 
after getting my undergrad 
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Paying Members 

have affordable housing. 

 

Q. What makes you think we will be able to 
successfully restart the collegiate chap-

ter?  

A. As with most things in life there is no guar-
antee, however, there is evidence to support 
that employing the expansion model the Inter-
national Fraternity currently uses in restarting 
and ultimately rechartering Beta-Psi chapter, 
we will be successful.  In recent years TKE 
has returned to Auburn, Arizona, Iowa, Okla-
homa State, SIU-Carbondale, and other large 
state schools.  They have gone on with a big 
bang and often times starting with a group of 
50+ guys.  Many charter within a year and 
OSU actually chartered in a semester.  SIU 
started with 55 guys two years ago and in 
2007 they were a Top Teke Chapter. 

 

Q. With the collegiate chapter currently 

dormant, what is the status of the alumni 

association? 

A. The Beta-Psi Alumni Association of TKE is 
still in operation.  Only the collegiate chapter’s 
charter was surrendered.  It is the intention of 
the alumni association to continue to carry the 
torch of TKE on the ASU campus until the 
return of the collegiate chapter in the future.  
We have recently begun having monthly 
lunch meetings (last Monday of each month) 
at Front Page Café as an opportunity for 
brotherhood and to reconnect.  We will con-
tinue to tailgate at each of the home football 
games in the fall, and sponsor several events 
during homecoming weekend.  We hope to 
return to having a Goat Roast alumni gather-
ing in the near future as well as the success-
ful golf tournament we have held in recent 
years.  Finally, with the 60th anniversary of 
TKE at ASU coming up next year we would 
like to hold some type of gathering to com-
memorate that milestone. 

D. Price Marshall, Jr. # 962 

William T. (Bill) Couch, Jr. # 
739 

R. Chris Puryear # 1079 

Ralf C. Beilhardt # 1122 

B. Lavon Wells # 357 

Ansel E. Young # 1304 

Aaron Steenbergen # 1329 

Robin H. Hagaman # 93 

Charles R. Hoskyn # 879 

Robert L. Thomas, III # 827 

Elvis A. Presley # 318 

Mark R. Rose # 1302 

George S. Fray # 602 

James G. (Andy) Anderson # 
381 

Brent L. Baxter # 1218 

Kevin D. Flory # 1327 

J. Michael Dickerson # 856 

James K. (Burr) Henderson # 
321 

Kristin R. (Kris) Walker # 1267 

C. Greg Perkins # 1279 

Wallace R. Jackson, Jr. # 893 

C. Nathan Gastineau # 1350 

Jason A. Stinnett # 1331 

Scott R. Ruff # 1109 

Frank R. Wood # 1168 

Coming to Goat 

Roast??   
Visit www.betapsitke.com or fill 

out the form in this issue of The 

Bond and let us know that you are 

coming!  We will see you on June 

7, 2008 at 2:00 pm!  The location 

is yet to be determined, but it will 

be here in Jonesboro, AR.  

(That‟s 1:30 pm for Chris Puryear 

and others who still work on 

„Teke Time‟) 



Presidentôs Corner 

Greetings Fraters,  

I hope this publication finds you well.  I know that I‟ve seen a lot of you out and about and 

we have discussed the closing of the undergraduate chapter in detail, but there are still many 

of you that haven‟t been informed.  Hopefully this issue has helped clarify some of those 

questions.  One thing that I personally hope that this issue will do is let you know that the Tau 

Kappa Epsilon Beta-Psi Alumni Association is still active and has plenty to do.  One thing 

that each Beta-Psi Alum needs to asks himself is “what do I want to do?”  This is the time, 

now, where we are re-inventing the association and taking it on to the next level, and we want 

you to be a part of it!  There are a lot of things to be done, and I‟m sure there are things that 

we haven‟t even thought of yet that would be beneficial.  Remember, the Alumni Association 

is here to provide fellowship for its members and to host events where they can cut loose and 

have fun. So that begs the question, what else do we want it to do?  After all, this association 

will be whatever we make it to be. 

I encourage all of you to become a participant, whether in person or in spirit, call a brother 

you haven't spoken to in years, and get involved with your Alumni Association!  It‟s going to 

be a fun year, and I‟d hate for you to miss it!  Check out the website for more details, 

www.betapsitke.com. 

Fra ter  C.  Nathan Gast ineau   Be ta-Ps i  1350 
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The Beta-Psi TKE Alumni Association Web-

site has been updated! 

In January, the Alumni Association officers 

made it a goal to redesign the Beta-Psi TKE 

Alumni Association Website.  As of March 

12, 2008 that goal has been met!  When you 

get a chance, take a look at the newly de-

signed website which now offers: 

¶ Pay Dues section that allows you to pay 

your Beta-Psi TKE Alumni Association dues 

through secure online payments using Pay-

Pal. 

¶ Calendar section to keep you up-to-date 

on association events. 

¶ News section to let you know the latest 

happenings among the alumni. 

¶ Event pictures page. 

¶ Update your information page to keep 

the Beta-Psi Alumni Association active roster 

current with your address, phone number, 

etc. 

¶ Contact page with an email address for 

each Alumni Association officer. 

 

The site will be updated monthly. Feel free to 

utilize the Update Information page to let us 

know of any announcements that you may 

have in your life, and we will be glad to post 

it on the News Page.  Also, if you have any 

pictures from this last years events, please 

email them to us!   

The web address is www.betapsitke.com, if 

you have any questions or comments feel 

free to email the webmaster at  

webmaster@betapsitke.com. 

We b s i t e  Ha s  Fa c e  L i f t !  
B y  Fr a t e r  A a r o n  S t ee nbe r g e n  

ñThe Tau Kappa 

Epsilon Beta-Psi 

Alumni Association 

is Still Activeò 

New Email Addresses for 

Beta-Psi Alumni Association 

Officers: 

 

President C. Nathan Gastineau 

president@betapsitke.com 

 

Vice President Zach Taylor 

vicepresident@betapsitke.com 

 

Treasurer Chris Puryear 

treasurer@betapsitke.com 

 

Secretary Brent Baxter 

info@betapsitke.com 

 

Webmaster Aaron Steenbergen 

webmaster@betapsitke.com 

 

Cook Wally Jackson 

cook@betapsitke.com 



Name:_______________________________________  Scroll #:__________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:_________________________________________________ 

E-Mail:________________________________________________________ 

 

Check all that apply: 
___I have enclosed my $25 dues. 

___Please update my information 

___I plan to attend Goat Roast on June 7, 2008 at 2:00 pm in Jonesboro. 

Comments: 

WEõRE ON  THE  WEB! 

WWW.BETAPSITKE.COM 

P.O. Box 1990 

State University, AR  72467 

E-mail: info@betapsitke.com 

N o t  f o r  W e a l t h ,  R a n k ,  o r  

H o n o r ,  b u t  f o r  P e r s o n a l  

W o r t h  a n d  C h a r a c t e r .  

B e t a - P s i  T K E  

A l u m n i  

A s s o c i a t i o n  

Mail your Update Form & 

Dues to:  

TKE Alumni Association 

PO Box 16816 

Jonesboro, AR 72403 
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